
From The Principal – Helen Kenworthy 
 

Mothers’ Day Stall 
 

We hope all mothers in Brookfield had a 

wonderful Mothers’ Day on Sunday. 

Many of you will haave enjoyed receiv-

ing a gift your child selected from our 

P&C Assoc Mothers’ Day Stall. The stall 

was planned and organised by Helen 

Westenberg and Mel McCardle who went to the suppliers and se-

lected a range of items for our stall, Helen and Mel then set up 

the stall and spent the whole day at school selling items to chil-

dren at our school. 
 

The range of items, from which our children could select a gift for 

mum, included note pads, coffee mugs, dip bowls, bath bombs, 

storage containers for lemons and limes, salt and pepper shakers, 

Asian plate with chopsticks, and much, much more. It is always 

wonderful to watch the children make their own choices. Knowing 

mum the way each child does, means he/she can select something 

he/she believes mum will enjoy and use. Thankyou very much to 

Helen, Mel and all the other parents who gave their time to work 

on the stall last Thursday! 
 

Brookfield Craft Group 
 

Very much missed at this year’s Mothers’ Day Stall was our 

school Craft Group. For the last five years, a 

group of parents have given their volun-

tary contribution to our school by their  

participation in our school Craft Group. 

Initiated by Tina McDougall (Tessa 7B), a 

group of mothers decided to meet for coffee 

and a chat on Friday mornings and at the same time, sew, make 

cards, cross stitch, embroider, etc. The group was so enjoyable, 

some of the mums continued to participate even when their chil-

dren had moved onto high school. Sadly, this year, the Craft Group 

has disbanded due to low level interest from parents at our school. 

We really missed the Craft Group at our Mothers’ Day Stall but 

have no doubt our mothers enjoyed the goods they received.  
 

A very special thankyou to Tina McDougall and all the other won-

derful mums who have participated in the Craft Group over the 

past five years. Your contribution of time, energy and beautiful 

craft items for our children to purchase, has raised much needed 

funding for our school P & C Assoc. Your efforts have also ensured 

many of us have beautiful cards, cushions, tea towels, quilts, and 

other handmade craft goods to enjoy and remember Brookfield 

State School, for many years to come. 
 

Arrangements For Teacher Strike – Tuesday 19 

May 
 

I wish to inform all parents and carers that the Queensland Teach-

ers’ Union announced on Monday 11 May that a state wide, 24-hour 

strike will take place in Queensland state schools on Tuesday 19 

May. This affects our school because some teachers are likely to 

take part in this industrial action, along with their colleagues 

across the state. I want to assure our school community that de-

spite the strike, which runs all day on Tuesday 19 May, our school 

will be open to students on this day. 
 

We will put in place special supervisory arrangements during the 

normal school hours on Tuesday 19 May to ensure the safety of all 

students, as this is our highest priority. It is likely that regular 

classroom activity will be disrupted.  
 

Strike action is being taken in pursuit of a new salary package for 

teachers.  
 

Please contact my office on 3374 7333 with any queries that you 

may have regarding the strike and the impact it may have for your 

family. 
 

Please note:  Year 1B excursion to Pullenvale Environmental 

Education Centre has been postponed.  

 Regional Cross Country Trials have been re-

scheduled to MONDAY 18 MAY 2009.   
 

National Assessment Program 
 

This week all children in Years 3, 5 and 7 are participating in the 

National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy. In recent 

days you will have read a great deal of media hype about the test-

ing program. Last year our students performed above the National 

Mean in all areas except language conventions and writing in Year 3. 

Since results were released in 2008, teachers at Brookfield State 

School have worked very hard to address teaching and learning in 

all areas and in all year levels. Students I have spoken to ex-

pressed their confidence in participating in this year’s program.  
 





I wish to acknowledge the enormous amount 

of hard work and extra hours Brookfield 

teachers have put into preparing our Year 3, 

5 and 7 students for the NAPLAN tests. 

The children are very well prepared and I 

have no doubt our school results will be very 

high again this year. Your children are in 

very good hands. The Brookfield teaching 

staff and supporting teacher aides is ex-

tremely hard working and professional, 

striking to ensure the best possible out-

comes for each of your children. Brookfield 

State School continues to be known as “The 

best kept secret in the western suburbs!” 
 

I have organised time for each year 3, 5 and 

7 teacher to mark each child’s performance 

in the NAPLAN Maths test (in particular the 

numeracy papers). We will use information 

from these test results to inform our 

teaching and learning programs.  Official 

results will not be available until September 

and we are keen to use the data to guide our 

teaching prior to this time. 
 

Brookfield Show 
 

Help, Help, Help 

PLEASE!!! Cakes, slices, 

home baking of any 

kind. We need your 

baking to sell on our 

stall this Saturday and Sunday. Bake over 

the weekend and bring it to the stall when 

you come to the Show. Please see elsewhere 

in today’s newsletter for other information 

about how you can support this school event. 
 

 

It is with great pleasure that I have ac-

cepted an invitation to officially open the 

Brookfield Show this Saturday Night. 

Brookfield State School has a very long 

history of supporting the Show. Our teach-

ing staff, teacher aides, office staff, clean-

ers and grounds staff have helped with  

organising many aspects of the Show and 

supporting school and Show Society activities 

over many past years. It is an honour to open 

the 2009 Show on behalf of all the staff and 

families at Brookfield State School.   
 

Brookfield has a very strong sense of commu-

nity within the Brisbane area. This is re-

flected in the annual Show with hundreds of 

community members working in a voluntary 

capacity to prepare and run each Brookfield-

Show.  
 

If you are attending this year’s Show, be sure 

to visit all the exhibitions and our school stall 

as well as watch the horse events. You may 

also wish to stay for the fireworks display 

each evening.  
 

May P & C Association Meeting 
 

Last night we held the May P & C Meeting. A 

large number of parents attended. Mrs Mandy 

Salisbury (4A) presented information about 

the Mathletics Program. Mathletics is a web-

based program that covers all aspects of the 

year 1 to 12 Mathematics curriculum  and can 

be tailored to suit individual classes and stu-

dents. It also provides an opportunity for 

children to play students in other schools in 

an online mental arithmetic competition. Our P 

& C Assoc has agreed to fund the implementa-

tion of this program at Brookfield State 

School. This will enable all families with chil-

dren in year 1 – 7 to access Mathletics at 

home. 
 

Other items discussed at the meeting in-

cluded – Brookfield Show Stall; Sun Protec-

tion Policy; future building works, Tuckshop, 

winter uniforms sales etc. 

Thankyou Brookfield P & C Assoc for support-

ing The purchase of Mathletics  for all chil-

dren at our school. 
 

Parent Evening – Building Resilience 

in Your Child 
 

Each year, parent Helen Stallman volunteers 

her  time to our school by offering free par-

ent information sessions on behaviour devel-

opment and building resilience in children. 

Helen has offered to provide a session, from 

the Triple P Program, again this term. The 

session is open to all parents and caregivers 

and will be held at 7pm Tuesday 2 June in 

our school library. Please complete the RSVP 

slip below in today’s newsletter if you would 

like to join us. Further information about the 

program is as follows: 
 

Triple P – Raising Resilient Children 

Seminar 
 

Stressful and challenging situations are part 

of life. People who are resilient are able to 

cope, adapt and grow when faced with stress-

ful situations.  This 90 minute seminar will 

provide parents with strategies and ideas to 

help their children become more resil-

ient.  Parents will be introduced to the six 

building blocks of resilience and practical 

ways of incorporating these ideas into their 

everyday interactions with their children. Dr 

Helen Stallman is a clinical psychologist and 

lecturer at QUT. Her current research work 

includes the promotion of positive outcomes 

for parents and children following divorce, 

student resilience and web-based interven-

tions.  

 

Jars urgently Wanted! 
Jars are urgently 

needed for the Brook-

field State School 

Show Stall.   

Any small jam/spread 

jars - please leave at 

Tuckshop. 

Triple P – Raising Resilient Children Seminar 
 

I/We             will be attending the Triple P Seminar on Raising Re-

silient Children. 

Please sign and return this slip to the “All Returns Box” by Wednesday 27 May. 
 

Signed:           Date:      



manship and behaviour on the day.   All stu-

dents tried their hard- est 

and can be proud of 

their achievements.  

Six students finished 

in the top six positions for 

their age group and h a v e 

qualified to compete at the regional carnival to 

be held at Limestone Park, Ipswich, on Monday 

18th May.   
 

They are 

10 year old girls – Violetta  D’Avila Winter  4th 

10 year old boys – Caden Atzeni  6th 

11 year old boys – Mac Jarden 5th 

11 year old boys – Willy Matuschek 6th 

12 year old girls - Beccy Gardener  1st 

13 year old boys - Lucas Bruck 2nd 

Good luck to all runners who will be competing 

at the MetWest Carnival.  We look forward to 

hearing the results. 
 

Please note that the date of the MetWest 

Carnival has been changed from Tuesday 19th 

May to Monday 18th May due to the Teacher’s 

Industrial Action taking place on Tuesday 19th. 

Kieron Skehan 
 

Brookfield Show Stall 
 

A reminder to all families that the Brookfield 

Show starts this Friday, with the school stall 

to run on Saturday and Sunday.   We will be 

holding a cake stall and raffle over the two 

days and are asking for donations from families 

to ensure this year’s Show stall is a great suc-

cess.  Raffle prize donations can be left in the 

our school who have been trained as tutors. 

The second part of the program is “Friends” 

Program and will be used with girls in this 

year level. This program will be conducted by 

Mrs Allison Baden-Clay who has been trained 

in the program by the Pathways organisation 

at Qld Uni. Year 3 children will begin the 

program on the 21 May and will participate 

for a 10 week period.  This program will be 

offered to Prep children later in the year.  

The Rock and Water program for Year 3 boys 

has been generously sponsored by one of our 

Year 3 parents. A parent information session 

about the Friends program will be held at a 

date to be determined. 
 

Junior Assembly Cancelled 
 

Due to State Wide NAPLAN testing being 

administered on Thursday we have cancelled 

Junior Assembly this week. 
 

Winter Clothing 
 

With the cooler weather upon us could you 

please make sure that children’s clothes are 

marked with their names on them for easy 

identification.  Lost property is housed on the 

veranda outside the library if you need to 

look for missing clothing and school items. 
 

 

Karen O’Neill 
 

Walk To School Day - 15th May 

2009 
 

Any children and parents who wish to partici-

pate in this year’s “Walk to School Day” can 

meet at Creekside Park at 8.15am 15/5/09.  

For further details call Amanda Thyer 3378 

8104. 

Amanda Thyer  
 

Sport News 
 

District Cross Country 

Last Thursday, the Brookfield State School 

Cross Country Team competed in the District 

Cross Country Championship at Fig Tree 

Pocket State School. Overall Brookfield fin-

ished in 5th place - a huge achievement consid-

ering the challenging nature of the course and 

the standard of the competition.  Once again, 

the students demonstrated excellent sports-

 

She is author of a book and peer-reviewed 

papers on various topics in the fields of 

parenting and student wellbeing.  
 

Helen Kenworthy 
 

From The Deputy Principal 
\ 

Assembly 
 

It was wonderful to attend an assembly 

again after such a period of absence.   
 

Gotcha’s 
 

It was encouraging to see so many Gotcha 

tickets in our Gotcha box at last week’s 

assembly.  Gotcha’s are our reward program 

for children in the playground.  If children 

are observed displaying values in the play-

ground then they will receive a Gotcha 

ticket to go into the weekly draw.  Thank 

you to Mr Stephens for leading the Gotcha 

rap assembly last week.  
 

Year 1 Rap 
 

Thank you to Ms Perry’s Year 1 class and 

their Three Bear Rap as well.  Many  words 

and actions for them to learn but they 

did an excellent job. 
 

Run Club 
 

Some children have hit the 15 

km distance  mark already in the RUN 

CLUB.  Congratulations to these children as 

it is certainly a lot of laps around the oval.  

Social Skills Program 
 

Year 3 children will participate in social 

skills programs designed specifically for 

boys and girls. The first program, “Rock and 

Water” has been developed for boys and 

aims to offer physical exercises linked with 

mental social skills. It’s given a framework 

of exercises and ideas about boys and man-

hood to assist boys to become aware of 

purpose and maturation in their life. This 

program will be conducted by teachers from 

 

Isabella Savage 
Oliver Smith Rebecca Allman 

Millie Brothers 
Lukas Bessa-Hopton 
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Uniform Shop 
Open Fridays 8 am to 9 am in A Block  

(next to the Library).    
Otherwise by appointment -  

Helen  3374 3330 
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office this week.  Some ideas may include:  non 

perishable gourmet food items, kitchenware, 

sporting equipment, books, toys, wine or gift 

vouchers.  The raffle will be drawn at assembly 

next week. 
  

Items for sale at the stall can 

be delivered to the 

tuckshop this Friday 

from 2pm.  Alterna-

tively, they can be 

delivered directly to 

the Show stall over the weekend.  We will be 

located in the usual spot beside the Hall at the 

Brookfield Rd end.  Items may include whole 

cakes (banana or fruit very popular), confection-

ary (eg. coconut ice and fudge), jams, preserves, 

lemon or lime curd, biscuits, fresh herbs or pro-

duce.  As the weather is still warm, please avoid 

foods that won’t last well through the day.  Last 

year we had some feedback from customers to 

say they would like to know before buying if a 

cake is made from a packet mix, so ask that this 

year if it is, could it be marked as such. 
 

For those not attending the Show, raffle tickets 

will be on sale from the tuckshop on Thursday 

and then again on Friday afternoon.  Tickets will 

be $2 each or 3 for $5.  If anyone is able to help 

on the stall over the weekend, please contact 

Kim Bishop by email kgbish@bigpond.com or leave 

your details at the office or tuckshop.   

Kim Bishop  
 

Music News 
 

Next week, our Senior Choir is performing in the 

Fanfare competition at Chapel Hill State School. 
 

Some students in this group still do not have 

the formal, black and white performance uniform 

that is required for this event.  Please ensure 

that all Senior Choir members 

have the correct uniform 

ready to go for Thursday, 

May 21.  

 It is available for purchase 

from the uniform shop on 

Friday mornings. 

Remember to keep those permission notes com-

ing in! 

Melissa McMillan 
 

 Maths Survey Winner 
 

Congratulations to Zac Womal (6B) the winner 

of our Maths Prize.  Thank you also to all fami-

lies who completed our Maths Survey.  The 

information gathered has been very useful. 

Bernice Noonan 

Brookfield Show 

 

It’s show time this weekend at the Brookfield 

Showgrounds and there’s still a chance to par-

ticipate, if you’ve left it until the last minute. 

Late entries will be taken for kids’ and adults’ 

cookery up until 9.30amThursday with a $2 late 

fee. Entries are open for horticulture Friday 

and for kids up until Saturday morning. The 

kids’ floral art section is lots of fun with sec-

tions for the under sixes through to under 14s, 

including a Hawaiian Lei of flowers and a 

vegetable or fruit super hero.  

Poultry has lots of opportunity, with a 

junior novelty section including the most 

interesting chook and prettiest hen, all to 

be delivered and penned Saturday morn-

ing. For local equestrians, entries are 

taken on the day and don’t forget Friday 

is district day for local owners, horses 

and riders.  If it still isn’t for you, just 

come along and enjoy the fun --- Sideshow 

Alley, Rodeo on Friday evening, live music 

and lots of show ring action. Admission 

$16 for adults, $8 concession and unlim-

ited family entry $65 for the  weekend. 

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 

www.brookfieldshow.com 

Create a healthy home 
• Are you concerned about your exposure to harmful chemicals in personal care and home 

cleaning products? 

• Are you concerned about the lack of nutrition in our ‘fresh’ foods? 

• Are you passionate about preserving our environment? 

• Would you like to earn a part time income from home? 

• Through simple brand transfer you can create a healthy home and make a difference to your 

health, your environment and your income 

• Call or email me for an obligation free information pack.  It could be a decision that will 

change your life. Wendy Mollah; 38789641; 0439701108; wenmol@powerup.com.au 

• For a free product please call Wendy Mollah on 0439701108 or email at wen-

mol@powerup.com.au 

JOB ADVERT 

Personal Assistant 

Do you live in the western suburbs? Are 

you looking for “school friendly” casual 

hours in a casual environment? Cool-

sports are looking for an experi-

enced  PA to help the company direc-

tor mange the growing business. For 

more info, please call John on 3878 8559 

Tuckshop Roster 

Monday 18/05         Stephanie Adams, Georgina Jarden, Miranda McDonald, Kimberly Murphy, Monique McKellar 

Wednesday 20/05    Kate Robertson, Trudie Early, Natasha Galea, Belinda Wynn, Narelle Morrow 

Thursday 21/05      Mark Donnelly, Audrey Pieterson, Phillippa Lynch, Trish Santin-Dore, Tracey Boyce, Jim & Amanda Thyer 

Home Baking Roster 

Monday 18/05         Tracey Bremner, Rebecca Reeves, Peta Oelkers 

Wednesday 20/05    Trudie Early, Gillian Keir 

Thursday 21/05      Lisa Smith, Andrea Stuart, Tracey Boyce 

Donation Roster 

Monday 18/05         Tamar McCullough, Karen Faux, Peta Oelkers 

Wednesday 20/05    Trudie Early, Gillian Keir, Belinda Wynn 



 



 




